GMR, El Niño events may have profound effects on their populations due to the elimination of the largest individuals. Management actions, such as size and catch limits and closures, directed at reducing the impact of the fishery on these important fish populations in the near-(El Niños) and long-term (climate change) future should be encouraged. 23 were significantly different between 2016 and both 2013 and 2014, but not between 2013 and 24 2014. These differences appear to have been due to the appearance of uncommon demersal/benthic 25 predatory fish such as Grape eye seabass (Hemilutjanus macrophthalmos) and Pacific dog snapper 26 (Lutjanus novemfasciatus). Size frequency distributions also varied, with significantly larger sizes 27 of several species observed in 2016 when compared to 2013 or 2014. These changes in catch 28 composition and size may be a product of a reduction in nutrient concentration and primary 29 production that led to an increase in water clarity and decrease in prey biomass that forced these 30 benthic fish species to change their feeding behavior and strike at baits that usually would not be 31 easily detected. Because of the conservative life history many of these benthic predatory fish 32 exhibit and the absence of any form of management for fish species in the GMR, El Niño events 33 may have profound effects on their populations due to the elimination of the largest individuals. 34 Management actions, such as size and catch limits and closures, directed at reducing the impact of 35 the fishery on these important fish populations in the near-(El Niños) and long-term (climate 36 change) future should be encouraged. 45 The Tropical Eastern Pacific (TEP) is dominated by the El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) 46 cycle and its effect on inter-annual sea surface temperature variability (Wang & Fiedler, 2006) . 47 During El Niño years, Kelvin waves originate in the warm western equatorial Pacific, travel 48 easterly across the equatorial Pacific, bringing unusual warm waters to the west coast of South 49 America. The physical effects of El Niño events include an abnormal increase in sea surface 50 temperature, precipitation and sea surface height, and deepening of the thermocline (Wang & The Galapagos islands, located ~1,000 km west of the coast of Ecuador in the TEP, are at 64 the crossroad of cold and warm water oceanic currents, being mainly influenced by the cold 65 eastward Cromwell or Equatorial Undercurrent that upwells in the western side of the archipelago, 66 and the westward South Equatorial Current (SEC) (Schaeffer et 
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In the present study, we tested the hypothesis that during El Niño events Galapagos We obtained water temperature data for the study period measured at the Charles Darwin Table 2 ).
232
The catch composition varied significantly among years (MRPP, A = 0.10, p = 0.0002). (Fig. 4) 
